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CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY OF NEPAL
AVIATION SAFETY AND SECURITY REGULATION DIRECTORATE
ANS Safety Standards Department

MONSOON CIRCULAR for ATS Providers— 2026

1. PURPOSE

This Circular provides recommendations to ATS Providers, Aerodrome Operators and Flight
Operators for the safe conduct of aviation operations during the monsoon season in Nepal. The
objective is to mitigate operational risks associated with adverse weather conditions, including
thunderstorms, mountain obscuration, turbulence, wind shear, reduced visibility, runway
contamination and other weather-related hazards that may affect aviation safety.

N

2. CANCELLATION

This Circular supersedes previous Monsoon Circular-2024 concerning monsoon operational
safety recommendations.

3. APPLICATION

This Circular is applicable to:
e ATS Providers;
e Aerodrome Operators;
e Flight Operators;
e Meteorological Service Providers: and
e Other aviation stakeholders involved in flight operations within Nepal.

The recommendations contained herein are advisory in nature and should be implemented to
the maximum extent practicable. In case of conflict. the applicable provisions of CAR-2, CAR-
3. CAR-11, CAR-14, Flight Operations Requirements (FOR), MATS Nepal, MOS AFIS and
other relevant CAAN regulations shall prevail.

4, REFERENCES

This Circular shall be read in conjunction with:

e (CAR-2 Rules of the Air
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e CAR-3 Meteorological Service for International Air Navigation
e Flight Operations Requirements (Aeroplane and Helicopter)

e CAR-11 Air Traffic Services

e CAR-14 Aerodromes

e Manual of Standards Air Traffic Services Nepal

e Manual of Standards Aerodrome Flight Information Service

e [CAO Annex 3

e [CAO Annex 11

e [CAO Doc 4444 (PANS-ATM)

e ICAO Doc 9981 (PANS-Aerodromes)

SECTION 1. BACKGROUND
Nepal experiences monsoon conditions from June through September characterized by:

e Heavy rainfall;

e Embedded thunderstorms;

e Strong winds;

e Wind shear;

e Mountain obscuration;

e Reduced visibility;

e Severe turbulence;

e Rapidly changing weather conditions.

Historical accident and incident data indicate that adverse weather conditions continue to
contribute significantly to operational occurrences, including:

e Controlled Flight Into Terrain (CFIT);
¢ VFR into IMC;

¢ Runway excursions;

e Unstable approaches:

e Diversions and missed approaches.

Considering Nepal’s challenging terrain and increasing traffic complexity, enhanced vigilance
by all aviation stakeholders is required during the monsoon season.

SECTION 2. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FLIGHT OPERATORS

a. VFR flights shall avoid clouds and maintain VMC at all times.
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Obtain latest meteorological briefing prior to flight.

Strictly adhere to prescribed weather minima.

Report weather deviations to ATS.

Maintain enhanced situational awareness regarding weather deterioration.
Initiate go-around whenever approach becomes unstable.

Ensure aircraft systems critical for monsoon operations remain serviceable.
Carry contingency fuel in accordance with company fuel policy.

Ensure Operations Control Center (OCC) continuously monitors weather developments
and communicates significant changes to flight crews.

(Note. Refer monsoon circular 2026 issued from Flight Safety Standards Department,
CAAN)

SECTION 3. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ATS PROVIDERS

3.1 Weather Monitoring and Dissemination

a.

ATS personnel shall continuously monitor:
METAR;

SPECI;

TAF;

SIGMET;

AIRMET;

Wind Shear Warnings;

PIREPs:

Significant meteorological information affecting flight safety shall be disseminated
without delay.

ATS units shall actively solicit and relay pilot reports concerning:

Turbulence;

Wind shear:

Thunderstorms:

Mountain obscuration;

Cloud base;

Visibility deterioration;

Icing.

Significant weather reports received from aircraft shall be passed to other affected
aircraft, adjacent ATS units and meteorological offices as appropriate.
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3.2 Convective Weather Operations

a.

Controllers shall anticipate weather deviations and coordinate alternative routings as
early as practicable.

Controllers shall facilitate pilot-requested weather avoidance routing whenever
operationally feasible.

Aircraft shall not be vectored towards known areas of severe thunderstorms or
significant weather.

Special attention shall be given to convective weather affecting arrival and departure
routes.

3.3 CFIT Prevention

a.

ATS personnel shall maintain heightened awareness of CFIT risks during periods of
mountain obscuration and reduced visibility.

Particular vigilance shall be exercised for STOL operations involving:

Lukla:

Phaplu;

Jomsom;

Simikot;

Dolpa;

Jumla;

Rara;

Tumlingtar aerodromes.

When mountain obscuration, lowering cloud base or reduced visibility is reported, ATS
units shall promptly advise affected aircraft.

3.4 VFR Operations During Monsoon

a.

Special VFR clearances shall be issued only in accordance with AIP Nepal and CAR-
2 requirements.

ATS personnel shall exercise increased caution while providing services to VFR
aircraft operating near deteriorating weather conditions.

Aircraft shall be advised whenever weather conditions approach or fall below VMC
minima.

Controllers shall not encourage continuation of VFR operations in known adverse
weather conditions.
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3.5 Wind Shear and Turbulence

d.

Wind shear reports, microburst warnings and severe turbulence reports shall be
immediately disseminated to affected aircraft.

Significant reports shall be relayed to:

Meteorological offices;
Adjacent ATS units; and
Subsequent aircraft.

3.6 Traffic Management and Separation

a.

Controllers shall consider applying additional spacing whenever adverse weather
affects aircraft performance, route adherence or pilot workload.

ATS units shall anticipate:

Holding;

Missed approaches:
Go-arounds;
Diversions;
Weather deviations.

Traffic sequencing should be managed conservatively to minimize pilot workload
during adverse weather.

Supervisors shall monitor traffic complexity and initiate appropriate actions whenever
weather significantly affects operational capacity.

Available ATS safety nets such as STCA and MSAW shall be utilized in accordance
with approved procedures.

3.7 Communication Discipline

a.
b.
A

d.

ATS personnel shall maintain strict radiotelephony discipline.
Clear. concise and unambiguous phraseology shall be used at all times.
Unnecessary transmissions shall be avoided during periods of frequency congestion.

Continuous listening watch shall be maintained.

3.8 Runway Surface Condition Information

a.

Information concerning runway contamination, standing water, braking action and
directional control should be promptly passed to aircraft.

Pilot reports regarding runway conditions should be disseminated to subsequent aircraft
and aerodrome authorities.
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3.9 Safety Reporting

ATS personnel shall submit safety reports whenever:

Weather contributes to operational difficulties;
Weather-related separation issues arise;

Significant weather deviations occur;

Wind shear or severe turbulence affects operations;
CFIT-related hazards are observed.

3.10 Supervisor Responsibilities

ATS Supervisors shall:

Conduct pre-monsoon safety briefings;

Ensure controllers are aware of local weather hazards;
Monitor operational workload;

Coordinate with MET, AIM, CNS and Aerodrome Operators;
Ensure timely dissemination of safety-critical information.

SECTION 4. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AERODROME OPERATORS

Particular emphasis shall be placed on:

Runway inspections;

Drainage maintenance;

Runway contamination reporting;

Wildlife hazard management;

Maintenance of aeronautical ground lighting;
Communication and navigation facilities maintenance.

SECTION 5. COMPLIANCE

The implementation of this Circular shall be monitored through routine inspections, safety
oversight activities and audits conducted by CAAN.

SECTION 6. INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

Airport Chiefs, Chiefs ATS and relevant managers shall ensure dissemination of this Circular
to all operational personnel and maintain documented evidence of briefing.
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SECTION 7. CONTINUOUS SURVEILLANCE
Compliance with this Circular shall be verified during:

e Scheduled audits;

e Random inspections;

e Surveillance activities;

e Occurrence investigations.

SECTION 8. CONTACT OFFICE

For ATS-related operational safety matters during the monsoon season.

ANS Safety Standards Department (ANSSSD)

Aviation Safety and Security Regulation Directorate Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal
Email: ansssd@caanepal.gov.np

Tel-977-15718008
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